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tablish Parliamentary Government.    How happens it that that object has never been attained ?
The Constitution of 1875 was a concoction of the Orleanist party. That party hoped by easy stages to restore the Monarchy, and it counted on election by the Congress of a Comte de Paris or a Due d'Aumale as President of the " Republic," in succession to Marshal McMahon. As an independent critic of singular perspicacity, Monsieur Georges Thiebaud, has pointed out in his instructive book, Les Secrets du Regne, there were precedents for this method, notably the expedient used in 1830 for the choice of Louis Philippe, after Lafayette, on the balcony of the Hotel-de-Ville} had baptized him La Meilleure des Republiques. Once the majority in the two Chambers were rendered unmistakably monarchical, it was held that it would not be difficult to utilize the clause of the Constitution which permits revision,1 1 in order to restore the Old Regime in favour of the younger branch of the French Bourbons. The Orleanist project failed. But the Royalist Constitution remained; and most of the woes from which France is suffering to-day are due to two facts: first, the fact that she is still living under a Constitution which, while it is admirably adapted to thwarting the possible rise of a dictator of the Napoleonic type, is utterly inadequate for the realization of the democratic dream of Representative Government, according to an ideal of liberty and of social and economic progress by free discussion under the party system ; secondly, the fact that while her political Constitution is Royalist her Administrative machinery is centralized and Napoleonic. It is a psychological impossibility to reconcile for purposes of human government systems so disparate as this Royalist Constitution of 1875 and the Republico-Napoleonic Admin-
1 This point has been clearly brought out by Dr. Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States, in his remarkable study in comparative politics, The State (D. C. Heath & Co.) pp. 216-218.